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It’s one of those things everyone says before they leave school — “We’ll stay in touch.” 
But as the days, weeks and months turn into years, friends from high school slowly drift away. 

One local woman hopes to bring friends from her high school back together with a Web site she created a couple of years ago. 

“In the summer of 2004, I wanted a way to locate Fries High School classmates,” said Temple Davis, owner of FriesHighSchool.com. “I was thinking more of starting an alumni club, but then my thoughts turned to a Web site.” 

Davis knew very little about computers and even less about operating her own Web site. So she enlisted the help of a friend, Seth Killon. “He assured me I could do it,” she said. The two began working together to design different pages and ideas for the new site. The process, Davis said, took only a few days and it was ready to go online. 

“Then came the question, how do I get people to come to the site?” she said. 
But before she could get people to visit, she had to have information people would want to read. 

“I sat at the computer night after night for many weeks till the wee hours of the morning listing names and addresses into the alumni directory,” she said. The directory now features 1,312 people. 

“In the beginning, I was probably driving everyone crazy because every time I saw someone that I knew had attended Fries High School, I would tell them about the Web site and that I needed their contact information for the alumni directory.” 

The last class walked through the doors of the old high school in 1989, so obtaining records was not possible and many people have since moved away from the area. 

Davis said she began looking through old yearbooks, starting with the class of 1962 — her graduating class. “I had a lot of addresses from previous reunions,” she said. “I also went through phone books and name searches on the Internet.” She also e-mailed anyone she knew and asked them to do the same. 

As time went on, Davis said the list continued to grow and she forgot who she had listed and who she hadn’t. 
“So when I saw anyone from Fries High School I would say, ‘do I have you listed in the FHS alumni directory?’” Davis laughed. “I still do this!” 

After scouring yearbook after yearbook, Davis compiled lists of people who had passed away over the years to list on the site’s memorial page. That page alone has 369 listings. Later, Davis set up a memorial photo album to honor those who have passed. 

The site also posts obituaries of people from Fries. “I have been told by so many people that this is so helpful in knowing of a death in time to send condolences of some kind to the family, and that without the Web site they would not have known.” 
The site also posts prayer requests for people who are sick or in need, and even happy birthday messages on their special day. 

“There is also a news/announcement page where we post news and events related to the Fries area and its people,” she said. “I also knew that some of my classmates wrote poetry, so there is a ‘Poet’s Corner’ page to share these people’s talents.” 

“We promote books and help host book signings for our alumni authors,” Davis said. “We try to attend events in Fries and make pictures to post on the Web site to share with everyone.” 
In addition, a link was set up for an online photo album. Davis said the album includes more than 3,200 photos and more are being added almost daily. 

Several people suggested she add a chat room to the site so alumni could talk. “Knowing that some alumni are retired and some still work, a chat room would only be useful if everyone could talk at a time when it was convenient for someone else.” 

With that in mind, the site’s infamous message board evolved. “With it, anyone can post a message and it remains there for others to see and reply to it whenever they log in to the Web site.” The message board keeps the page interesting and brings people back daily. 

“If you don’t keep new things, people will quit coming,” Davis said. “I’ve had several people tell me they check the page six, seven or even more times a day.” Last year, Davis kept a running total of every different person that posted on the message board. The number by year’s end was 641. “It has been good to see all the new names on the board, and of course I am always happy to see everyone who is posting.” 

Although the number of visitors was small at first, Davis said it grew quickly and soon became too much for one person to handle. 

Enter Don Bond, professional photographer in Roanoke and life-long friend and former classmate of Davis.   “After much persuasion, Don agreed to become my co-webmaster,” she said.   

Bond brought professional photographs to the board and had already set up albums to share his large collection of photos in Fries, the Fries area and its people. Bond had an idea for a “Picture of the Day” on the message board and it quickly became a fan-favorite. He posts a picture on the message board from his collection and asks anyone to identify the person or persons in the photo. 

“Everyone loves to see the pictures, whether they know who it is or not,” Davis said. “We are constantly searching for photos to share on the Web site.” 

Davis said with the Web site gaining popularity, there was “no way I could handle it without Don’s help. His contribution to the Web site is invaluable.” 

Davis said the Web site has gone beyond her expectations and quickly became a community site, opposed to just a high school site. 

“Many people use the Web site as their main source of information of what is going on in the Fries area,” she said. Just last week, Davis said someone told her ‘the FHS Web site is the lifeline of Fries.’ 

One recent occasion that saw a huge spike in visitors was on Dec. 10, 2007, when a propane explosion rocked Fries. “As soon as new details were available, we would post updates, and lots of people who live away told me they knew more about what was going on by reading on the Web site than their relatives or friends who lived in Fries.” 

The site features a “Fries Town Market” section where people can advertise property and personal items for sale or a service someone has to offer or looking for. 

The Web site contributes to local students attending college, as well. Davis said the site gave away its first annual F.H.S. Web site Scholarship this past year in the amount of $1,000. The scholarship program is funded by money from games, challenges and donations on the Web site and is given out to a Grayson County High School graduate who came from Fries Middle School. “It’s an academic scholarship,” Davis said. “The high school takes applications and it is handled the same way as other scholarships. We have no say in the decision process.”  The amount currently is $1,000 a year, but Davis said that could rise as funds are generated. 

“The scholarship is one of the most important aspects of the Web site,” she said. The second scholarship will be awarded this spring. 

While the site continues to grow, Davis said it has gotten hard to manage. “I have gotten discouraged sometimes. It’s a job. It takes a lot longer than people think to add pictures and such. There are more steps than anyone realizes.” 
Davis didn’t have an estimate of the amount of time spent daily on the site. “It’s a lot.”   She monitors the board daily to make sure nothing inappropriate gets put on the page and has two topics that are considered off limits — religion and politics. “Everyone is entitled to their opinion and if you get into that,  people will get mad and hurt and be driven away.” 

The site managed 91,023 visitors in 2007. The average was 249 unique visitors per day with 129,975 page loads. “On one occasion we averaged 432 unique visitors per day for a five-day period,” Davis said. “There are so many people who have moved here that enjoy the site and consider it their main source of information. 

The Web site has had visitors from almost every state, and also from Iraq, Switzerland, Japan and England.” 
The site has been instrumental in reuniting classmates that had not been in touch with each other in more than 40 years. 

The site brings people together and gives everyone an opportunity to catch up with those they knew before and meet those they haven’t. 

On the message board Jan. 2, Bond wrote, “I personally have made some really great friends through the Web site. Some I have now met in person and many I have conversed with on the board and via e-mail. “Temple did a great thing when she created the Fries High School Web site and it has become obvious it is a very important thing for the people of Fries and others.” 

Davis said the site “has exceeded my expectations many times over. It doesn’t seem like it has been that long since I first started it, and then again... it seems like it has always been there. Actually, I can’t imagine life without it now!” 

Sometimes she feels that she spends too much time on it. “I also know that if I don’t keep it up to date and the information current, then it won’t be a very interesting site to visit. I, too, have made so many new friends through the Web site.” 

Davis said she knows there are so many people that attended FHS that she doesn’t have listed in the alumni directory. “So I would appreciate it if all of you would look through the directory, think about your class and your family, and let me know if you think of any that aren’t listed.” 

What started as a high school alumni site has become so much more — “the lifeline of Fries” for some. 


Perhaps most importantly, it has become a place for the entire community to gather, pay their respects to those who have passed and, most of all, keep in touch.
